MINUTES OF THE OPEN SESSION OF THE 
COUNCIL OF THE FACULTY OF ENGINEERING & COMPUTER SCIENCE 


Held on Friday, September 11, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. in Room EV 2.309 


09-06 


Present: 

R. Drew (Chair), O. Ahmad, O. Ait Mohamed, C. Alecsandru, S. T. Alkass, J. Bale, A. Ben Hamza, 
Z. Bencheikh, S. Bergler, T. Bui, H. Cooper, E. Cotran, M. Debbabi, D. Dysart-Gale, A. Fargnoli, 
W. Ghaly, V.S. Hoa, H. Hong, F. Iqbal, S. Li, M. Lindstrom, W. E. Lynch, S. Mudur, C. Mulligan, 
L. Narayanan, V. Patel, P. Pillay, M. Pugh, M. Shiny, T. Stathopoulos, E. S. Takhtehfouladi, 

C.W. Trueman, P. Wood-Adams, H. Yin, A. Youssef, W.P. Zhu, R.G. Zmeureanu, G. Morrissey (Secretary) 


Guests: 
A. Agarwal, C. Desjardins 


Observers: 
G. Beasley, Suzanne Bélanger, L. Zack 


Regrets: 
N. Bouguila, S. Cole, D. Graham, M. Nokken, A. Qasem, T. Radhakrishnan, J. Rilling, K. Schmitt, L. Wang, 
J. Woodsworth, M. Zaheeruddin 


1. Adoption of the Revised Agenda 

Motion That the revised agenda be adopted as submitted. 

2009-06-01 (M. Pugh / P. Wood-Adams) 

2. Adoption of Minutes 

Motion That the Minutes of Meeting 2009-05 (May 15, 2009) be adopted as submitted with 
2009-06-02 correction to the attendees list to include Dr. Dr. Stathopoulos. 


(M. Debbabi / M. Pugh) 
Vote: Carried unanimously. 

3: Chair’s Remarks 
The Chair welcomed back everyone to the new Academic Year. He introduced 
Ms. Cléa Desjardins, the new Communications Advisor for the Faculty of 
Engineering and Computer Science. 
Dean Drew invited all professors to Homecoming especially those who taught in the 


years °59, 64, °74, °79, ’84, and ’89. Suzanne Belanger, Principal Director of 
Development, added that Alumni are very fond of their professors and that they will 


be extremely delighted to have the opportunity to see them again at this gathering. 
The event will take place at Reggie’s on Saturday, October 3, 2009, at 4:00 p.m. 
Professors were asked to RSVP with Melanie Gudgeon at ext. 7030. 


The Chair stated that the budget situation was difficult mainly due to the state of the 
economy as well as the excesses from the past few years. He added that the goal of 
the University is to maintain a balanced budget. He informed the Council that the 
Faculty is trying not to make major cuts; hence, the departments’ budgets will not be 
affected. However; there will be additional cost savings initiatives in the Faculty as 
well as the Dean’s office. Any cost saving suggestions would be welcomed. 


Dean Drew informed the council that the faculty is fulfilling its enrolment targets as 
per the latest figures. He added that two percent of the Faculty’s budget has been 
held back pending the final enrolment numbers. 


On another note, the Chair congratulated Dr. Hoa for receiving the CFI Award of $2 
million and winning a bid to hold the 19" ICCM conference in Montreal in 2013. 


Dr. Andreas Athienitis appeared in L’Actualité magazine; where he was named as 
“one of the 25 Quebecets to watch”. 


Dr. Georgios Vatistas will be featured on an episode of the Télé-Québec series, Le 
Code Chastenay on September 22, 2009. 


Open Access Presentation by Gerald Beasley, University Librarian (ECFC 
2009-06-01) 


Dean Drew welcomed Mr. Beasley to Faculty Council. 


Mrz. Beasley thanked the council for inviting him and acknowledged the contribution 
of Dr. Anjali to this process. He gave a 10-minute presentation on Open Access 
where he focused on answering two main questions: what is open access? And how is 
open access implemented? 


Discussions ensued regarding copyright, legal language and cost issues. Mr. Beasley 
encouraged the Chairs to further discuss open access at the departments’ level and 
report back to Faculty Council so that a resolution can be reached by the November 
ot December at the latest. Dr. Alkass invited Mr. Beasley to the Departmental 
meetings. 


Tutors-on-Duty Presentation by Dr. C. W. Trueman ( ECFC 2009-06-02) 
Dr. Trueman presented the newly introduced Tutor on Duty initiative. 


The Faculty has launched a new tutorial service called “Tutors-on-duty” or ToDs. 
The program is aimed mainly at first and second-year students. ToDs are expected to 
help students with problems in the Faculty’s core courses such as EMAT 213 and 
233, and with the mote specialized courses offered by their departments. Each 
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department has been asked to appoint four ToDs, consequently, there are four time 
slots in the week when students can get help with assignments. Also, the General 
Studies Unit will provide two ToDs to help with the technical communication course, 
as well as with report-writing, citation of references, preparing presentations, and so 
forth. 


Tutors will be asked to send feedback to professors who are teaching the courses. If 
there appears to be many complaints from the students, the tutors will be required to 
advise the Chair of the department. Since this is the first year that Tutors-on-Duty has 
been implemented, ideas for improvement are welcomed. 


The Chair thanked Dr. Trueman for taking the initiative to design and implement 
such a program. 


6. Announcement on behalf of the Office of Student Tribunals 
(ECFC 2009-06-03) 


On behalf of the Office of Student Tribunals, Dr. Trueman announced that there are 
14 unfilled slots for undergraduate student panelists. Faculty members are asked to 
encourage qualified and reliable students to present their application to CSU as soon 
as possible. 


9 Undergraduate Slot Course Proposal, Department of Computer Science and 
Software Engineering (ECFC 2009-06-04) 


Motion: Dr. Narayanan moved document ECFC 2009-06-04 Undergraduate Slot Course 
2009-06-03 Proposal, Department of Computer Science and Software Engineering for approval. 
(L. Narayanan / S. Mudur) 


Vote: Carried by majority (1 abstention) 


8. Graduate Curriculum Proposals for the 2009/10 Academic Year, Dept of CSE 
(ECFC 2009-06-06) 

Motion: Dr. Mulligan moved document ECFC 2009-06-06 Graduate Curriculum Proposals 

2009-06-04 for the 2009/10 Academic Year, Dept of CSE for approval. 


(C. Mulligan / S. Mudur) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 
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0; 


Motion 
2009-06-05 


10. 


Motion: 
2009-06-06 


A. 


Ratification of Elections (ECFC 2009-06-05) 


That the election of Dr. Radu Zmeureanu as ENCS representative to the Council 
of School of Extended Learning and the election of Dr. Robert Danisch as a 
representative at the Council of the Faculty of Arts and Science, be ratified by the 
Council. 


(C. W. Trueman / W. E. Lynch) 

Vote: Carried unanimously 

Other Business 

Dr. Trueman presented ECFC 2009-06 concerning Lab Exams in the Final week 
of Classes. The Faculty would like to allow that Lab examinations be held in the 
final week of classes each semester. 

Dr. Trueman moved that the in Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science, 


laboratory examination are permitted to be held in the final week of classes each 
semester. 


(C. W. Trueman | W. E. Lynch) 
Vote: Carried unanimously 


Adjournment 


Meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m. 
(M. Pugh / M. Debbabi) 
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